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A Personal Testimony

Godos gr ace andlhavelzeenaoing somg thinkingathe past few
weeks about our community and the transitional time we are going through.

As we all know, being a small community, this time poses some extra chal-
lenges for us. Many of these challenges have been the very basics of running a
church. There are the logistics of worship each week, which not only involves
the performance of multiple tasks during worship, but the preparation and res-
toration of the worship space, the creation of orders of worship, music plan-

ning, scheduling of weekly taskseé. Then
weekly worship 1 the business of the churchi b oar d meeti ngs, tr e
ports, marketing through our website, social justice work such as the LARS

food pantryéthe | ist of jobs to be done

ing. But if we can look up for a moment from all that needs to be done we will
see that we are doing it! We have stepped up and found new and creative ways

to get things done, we have taken on t a
working together in new ways to keep the structure of New Covenant
aive. Let 6s face 1It, we are an amazing gr o

During this time of our hard work and dedication on the structure of our

church | want us to also remember the substance of our church: us. Although
the tasks | mentioned above are important to the running of our church, we
need to remember why we are doing this. Now, while | am sure that each of us
has our own motivation, | think we can agree that our vision statement is a

(continued p. 3)

New Covenant MCC Vision Statement

Creating Community > '
Inspiring Spiritual Growth 1‘ \\

Transforming the World Through The Love of Christ
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Nk Welcome Guests

// A
1 (nl § If you are worshipping with us for the first time we are especially
glad that you are here! POl Wéeal sceo nadeo n 0§ |

H o mekib of useful information about our community. We would love for

youtofiloutad Let 6 s Get Ac gndplaceitiretide offeing mo
basket as your contribution to us this evening. Please check out our welcome table for other church
and community publications!

g8 I f you would | ike to becomeofNewCoaehantiMCC @ease me mi
see one of our board members. They will be happy to talk to you more about becoming a Friend and
will provide you with a Friendship Covenant Form to fill out and sign.

§ All guests, members, and friend$ please take a moment to sign the Attendance Register

in the atrium to record your attendance. This helps us keep track of our attendance records and gives
you the opportunity to indicate your interest in any of the community events that are announced.

§ Offering Envelopesare available on the information table. If you would like us to keep a record of

your giving for your tax purposes, please legibly print your name and address on the envelope. Please
see an usher, host, or the pastor for any additional information about our coimswstyorship

God!

New Covenant Calendar (February 1 -February 28)
Sunday, February 1: Sunday, February 15:
5:00 pm Music Rehearsal 5:00 pm Music Rehearsal
6:30 pm Worship 6:30 pm Worship

Sunday, February 22:
Sunday February 8: 5:00 pm Music Rehearsal
6:30 pm Worship 6:30 pm Worship

Tuesday, February 3:
7:00 pm Board of Directors Meeting
At Oakl andﬁ\sg
™~ ~

_ o~




(Continued from p. 1)

common theme as to why we come together as a community. Those three
simple statements: Creating Community, Inspiring Spiritual Growth, and
Transforming The World Through The Love of Christ remind me of what
motivates me to come to church each week.| love the community we have
and for me worshiping together gives me a connection to God and Christ |
canodot get alhgve lmeenhinspired sparigually not only by wor-
shiping with you but by getting to know you and your Christian walk. | get
to know Christ better because | know you. Of course, a powerful trans-
forming experience for me has been the social justice work we have done
together. Whether it has been toys for HIV affected kids or school supply
drives, participating in these works with you transforms by spirit and my
walk. | am so grateful to know you all, your lives and work in our commu-
nity as fAgueer o Christians are an inspi
the One whom we come to connect with each week.

The changes and stresses that accompany transition can be uncomfortable
and/or unfamiliar.  This may make us want, whether consciously or un-
consciously, to take a step back from church. The problem is that if we

step back from coming together there is no church. No place to welcome
those who have been spiritually battered by mainstream Christianity, no
place for us to be spiritually fed, and no place to connect with God and
Christ in that unique way | think we all have experienced.

You see, we are the church. Al i ce Wal ker reminds, n We
been waiting for.o It may be time for
in these challenging times. We need you. We miss you. Consider joining

us for worship this Sunday as we begin our commemoration of Black His-

tory Month. Blessings for your journey and may God bless our continued

journey together.

Your sister in Christ,
Stacy R.
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Personal Reflections On The

44th President

By Jamison M.

January 20" 2009 is a day the world will never forget

because that was the day Barack H. Obama was inaugurated to the presidency of
the United States of America. Setting politics asidg
his ascendancy to the office of President marks a t
mendous victory for our nation. As the President a
l uded to I n his i1naugur
long ago that a black man would have been far .I
likely to be moving that podium than speaking fro |
behind it as he was. Just a bit farther down the road |
history, that moving man would only have been consig

ered 3/5ths of a man. t o
have come as a nation, yet daunting to see how mi

farther we have to go.

Il n 1963, the great orator, Martin Luth

sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners [would] be able to sit
down together at a table of brot her hoo
dren owould not be judged by the col or
character. ¢ We as a nation have final
that speaks volumes about American values and the triumph of the American
spirit.

Last November, millions of Americans |
and found it worthy of their confidence. This was neither the appointment of a
token black figurehead, nor a weak attempt to right past wrongs. Quite the con-
trary, people saw a remarkably intelligent, remarkably successful, and remarka-
bly principled man, and he just happened to be black. This is what equality looks
like, and this is what the product of true affirmative action should be.

Continued on p. 8



Historical Inaurguration Of Ou

Barack Obama

By Debbie D.

January 20, 2009 was a very big day for me. | waiteg

and anticipated the day for several weeks; since hearing that President Obam won
the election. Many people coul dnotff be
col d, with millions of peopl e, and ffno
there. Was not sure why, but my soul was determined.

| was with my father on that same mall in DC on a very cold day, January 20, [[L961,
at JFKOs inaugurati on. (The only meor)

ture of mysel f as a four year ol d |tt
my father a couple of years later on a very cold November day as the funerg pro-
cession carrying JFKO0s casket went by .
ther King spoke his 0l have a dreamfp, s

| was with my father as a child in Mansfield, Louisiana when we had to usg the

ocol oreddé bathrooms, restaurants, s ! h oc
college educated parents receive demeaning salaris
treated as lower classed citizens as they performe
same duties as their white colleagues. In Bowie,
land 1971, the first year of desegregation, | excitedl
rived to High School, several miles from my homg
find my white <c¢cl assmat e
me to go back to Africa
been to Africa. My ancestors worked very hard so
| could be a proud American. My parents taught mé
love everyone regardless of their skin color.

ol d
A r i

Continued on p. 9
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LOBBY DAY ANNAPOLIS

Monday February 2, 2009

Each year at this time Equality Maryland organizes a Lobby Day for us in Annapolis. It

is an opportunity for us to meet with our representatives and let them hear our per-

sonal stories. You dondot need to know all
willing to speak from your heart. This year the openly gay Bishop of New Hampshire,

Gene Robinson, will be the keynote speaker at the rally. It is definitely a time for us to

be heard and seen. If you need transportation and live in the Columbia area the local
PFLAG group are organizing transportation to the event. For general information

about the rally go to EqualityMaryland.org

Please bring photo IDs or security personnel will not let you into the buildings.
Driver licenses and especially passports work fine.

New Covenant MCC is honoring our African American brothers
and sisters by proclaiming their stories in written word and
speech. This months Spectrum has two testimonies written by
leaders in our community about how the recent election of Presi-
dent Barak Obama has touched and moved them. We are also
proclaiming African American stories each week in worship by
having special readings/testimonies by some of our African
American members/friends. You may also notice the music we
will be singing this month will be mostly African American. Our
hope is that you are inspired and lifted up during this month of
recognizing the many wonderful gifts our African American
brothers and sisters bring to us.

Join us Tuesday February™2tr our
Annual Shrove Tuesday Potluck. It wi{l
be an evening of prayer, food and
fellowship as we celebrate the begin-
ning of the season of Lent.

Time: 7pm

Please contact the church via email
for location information.
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